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' “ Aquarius- You'll be confronted 
| with a big decision this week, 
and it would do you well to seek 
advice from others before acting. 
Later in the week, you may have 
an opportunity to embark on an 
adventure. 


Pisces- This week promises a 
surge in energy, and a hope or 
wish may come true later in the 
week. Be.prepared to deal with 
an obstinate or domineering 
personality, perhaps a minor 
power struggle. 


Aries- An increase in intuition 
and observational prowess this 
week will allow you to see be- 
yond people's facades and into 
their hidden agendas and ulteri- 
or motives. Find some alone time 
to process everything 


Taurus- You may find that you 
can't rely on your innate talents 
this week, but don’t be discour- 
aged if you find yourself tongue- 
tied or slow-witted. By the end of 
the week, your fog will clear and 
suing will return to normal. 


Gemini- You would do well to 
turn inward this week and seek 
solace away from friends and 
loved ones. It would not be wise 
to try and further relations with 
others, and miscommunication 
is likely right now. 

Cancer- This is a week of intro- 
spection and nostalgia for you. 
Peruse old photo albums and 
love letters to remember who 
you are and what your goals are. 
Are you where you thought you 
would be at this age? 


Leo- This is a week when you'll 
be motivated to increase your 
skill set or education by reading 
a new text book or signing up 
for a class. Follow through with 
it and the results look promising. 


Virgo- It's time to deal with a 
problem that has been bother- 
ing you at work or home, for 
better or for worse. If you ask for 
help when you need it, you'll be 
able to overcome any obstacles. 


Libra- Pay attention to the jour- * 
ney you're on and. enjoy the 
process as opposed to focusing 
on the goal. If you're observant, 
you may notice a fork in an unex- 
pected direction that may yield a 
better outcome. 


Scorpio- Be flexible and expect 
the unexpected. this week. You 
may find it hard to gather your 
thoughts and concentrate, but 
it’s imperative that you keep 
your wits about you. Be attentive 
to detail. 


Sagittarius- It will take a su- 
preme amount of effort on your 
part to gather any momentum 
this week, so don’t waste energy 
on frivolous pursuits until you 
get the necessities out of the 
way. Be strong and think ahead. 


Capricorn- A close friend or lov- 
er may let you down this week, 
and your inherent optimism and 
faith in humanity will be-shaken 
as a result. Approach life practi- 
cally, and accept let down with a 
grain of salt. 
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Ask Hannah Wren 


Hello Hannah. 


| have an unconscious habit of affecting 
a slight accent when talking to people 
with accents. I’m a white woman raised 
in the US and have the non-accent com- 
mon to people who grew up watching 
television, but | have this impulse to 
slightly mirror accents when I’m speak- 
ing to someone with a heavy accent. 
Most often it is with taxi drivers or service 
workers. | don’t do it out of mocking, but 
rather, | feel that maybe they can under- 
stand me better this way. My boyfriend 
pointed out to me that this is slightly 
inappropriate behavior, especially since 
| usually do it with people who are serv- 
ing me in some way. | feel like it’s harm- 
less. What do you think about this? 


Polly the Parrot 
My dear Polly, 


As unconscious habits go, yours 
doesn’t strike me as a particularly ne- 
farious one. | understand the instinct 
to pick up and mirror back the speech 
of people around you. | do it, too. A few 
days in North Carolina and my vowels 
get a little wider; drinks with a British 
friend and I’m suddenly describing 
some bullshit thing as “rubbish.” And 
there was also a time when | noticed 
that, in talking to a friend who's gay 
and black, I'd started leaning into the 
word “girrrrl” in a way that is totally not 
native to my square white-gal speech 
patterns. That one | curbed. 


That's because mirroring becomes 
more complicated when it takes on 
cross-ethnic or cross-racial dimen- 
sions. It needn't come from a place 
of mockery or ill-will to participate 
nevertheless in a subtle kind of ste- 
reotyping. Your boyfriend is right that 
you should reign it in. Your conscious 
justification about wanting to be intel- 
ligible comes from a place of empathy, 
but it also draws on an assumption 
| don’t necessarily share that your in- 
terlocutors will understand you better 
that way. Presumably the cab drivers 
and service workers you're interacting 
with are used to customers who don't 
alter their speech patterns for them. 
So no need for chagrin, but | do think 
it's worth working to drop the practice. 
I'm glad you're thinking about it. These 
questions are tricky. Like is my tough- 
guy Philly voice offensive, given that 
I'm not a Philly tough guy? 


Seriously, what do you think? This re- 
minds me that I've been meaning to 
say to everyone: if you want to weigh 
in on some topic I've given advice on, 
please do! I'd be really into publish- 
ing responses, if people want to offer 
some different approach, send some 
sympathy towards the asker, point 
out something I’ve overlooked. You 
can email us at philadelphiaadmirer@ 
gmail.com or anonymously via the Se- 
cret Admirer tumblr. Let's talk about it. 


xxHannah 


Ask Hannah! - - - SUI lulls reel a 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


I'm riding my bike and you're in front of 
me riding your bike. We glide beside a 
column of stopped traffic. You skim left 
across four lanes at the red light and then 
you're gone. 


I'm riding my bike and it's the first real 
day of Spring. My brow beads with sweat. 
| come up fast behind you and slow to 
your pace. | notice we have a similar ca- 
dence. You pass diagonally across an in- 
tersection, below the red light, and hit a 
tiny pot hole before disappearing down 
a different road. | speed up slightly to my 
former speed. 


I'm riding my bucking blue bicycle, freshly 
washed and lubed, and shift effortlessly 
through my gears, passing from ring to 
ring, cog to cog, with no resistance. I’m 
pedaling hard; it’s the first day of Spring 
and my brow is wet, the bridge of my nose 
itches slightly where my glasses touch my 
face. The sun is hard into its rise to my rear 
left. I’m passing tenth street on Spring 
Garden and there you are in front of me. 
Your green bicycle is glinting like mine. 
Your chain whispers between your feet. 
| match your pace and for a full 2 blocks 
we ride along the parking lot of a column 
of morning traffic. Different songs blare 
through different windows. Everyone has 
their windows down for the first time. 
Your hand drifts up to signal left. | can 
smell the aloe of your shampoo, and with 
the slightest, effortless twist of your head- 
set, you float left and down 12th street, 
charging down the hill to Center City, to 
China Town. | see the light across Broad 
click green with the light across 13th and 
shift to a crushing gear, my bones crack- 
ing, trying to make the gap, to where the 
numbers change directions. 


My perfect bicycle hums under my ass, 
lunging with me at every pedal, swallow- 
ing tar and weaving the traffic. I'm happy 
because it’s Spring finally and, freshly 
washed and tuned, we span the city 
laughing with the wind, a centaur talking 
to theirself. Effortless and unperturbed, 
the world turns beneath our wheels, in 
whatever direction we point our faces. 
We skim a row of cars, on some subcon- 
scious level aware of the world contained 
beyond every open window, every tiny 
room full of music or conversations, peo- 
ple going to work. The future is a resis- 
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tanceless almost—a path forever opening 
at the edge of our perception. We float up 
behind You passing 10th. Your cadence is 
perfection and we slow to match you. And 
for two beautiful blocks we float, beck- 
oned by the thousand crooked fingers of 
flapping hair and fabric. The whisper click 
whirs of your bicycle’s machinery play at 
the edge of my ear like distant seashells. 
Tendrils of fondness creep from me and 
my royal blue Surly to your forest green 
Trek. Your hand rises to the left and with- 
out slowing a tic you drift lazily across the 
box at 12, down into the city, to your ad- 
venture. Pieces of me that | can’t explain 
break like tiny icicles as you depart. A shal- 
low and inexplicable regret, a separation 
anxiety, washes a flow tide at my ankles. | 
pedal harder, pushing forward, throwing 
myself through the closing lights, a lump 
in my throat as | fire West of Broad. 


Everything is in flux as | ride my bicycle 
West on Spring Garden, aimed across 
the Schuylkill to the sunset lands. Where 
am | going? | hop a skipping stone over 
the ruined bike lane pavement, swerving 
around folks waiting for the 43 bus while 
playing Angry Birds. There’s something 
different. There's a big art in my chest that 
| can’t quite fathom how to express. Pedal 
pedal pedal, shift click, whirrr, pedal ped- 
al. Everything around me starts to slow. 
The cars in the column to my left, the in- 
dividual clicks of my greased drive train, 
the pebbles ricocheting around my rim 
as | float over sand. | adjust my cadence. 
| slow slightly. And suddenly I’m behind 
you. We're together. All of the ghostly un- 
certainty of the morning evaporates. The 
world stops and there we are, passing like 
dragonflies through an ancient dawn. In 
that moment your bike sings me a song, 
and my bike joins in. The leaves rustle 
beneath buildings. The stars burn with a 
new naked magnesium splendor behind 
the flimsy blue. Your hand rises like a sigh. 
You're going left. Half a block. Nothing 
moves in the surface world. You turn as 
you crest the corner, your eyes finding 
mine. “Clear!” you say through a smile. | 
break myself from Spring Garden. | follow 
you across the void of rectangle. We take 
the lane on 12th and fall towards the city, 
side by side, dancing around pot holes. 
| forget where | was going. We don't say 
anything. We fall toward the city, our bikes 
buzzing like distant cicadas. 
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| 931 SPRING GARDEN II 
PHILADELPHIA 


VISIT US! 
URBAN FARM + CSA 
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free 
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a WOLF CYCLES 


4311 Lancaster Ave. 
215-222-2171 


Present this coupon for 10% off one item (including new and used bikes), 
and a free patch kit. Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 6/1/2015 
www.firehousebicycles.com 
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SALES 6 SERNMIGE 


606 S 9th St 
Tues-Thurs, Fri & Sat : 10-5 
Closed Sun & Mon 


Spring tune up - $60 


bikeville.com 


Weds: 1-9 


215 627-3370 


(267) 8584186 
Closed Mondays 
Myriad delicious soups, 


Bregny’s 
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Nor will you leave hungry, 


1200 Point Breeze Ave : 


sandwiches, and drinks! + 
Come to our great place to en- : 
joy our foods and beverages! ¢ 
You will NOT be disappointed! ; 


thirsty, or lacking in energy. 3 


strawberry. 9 Houseflies trans- 
mit more disease to humans than 
any other animal. ¥ The average 
ice berg weighs 20,000,000 tons. 
¥ The US purchased Florida from 
Spain for the cancellation of a $5 
million debt. ¥ Apples are part of 
the rose family. ¥ Every eleven 
minutes in the US, a woman dies 
of breast cancer. ¥ A leech has 32 
brains. ¥ Thomas Edison designed 
a helicopter that could run on gun- 
powder. It ended up blowing up his 
entire factory. ¥ In the late 1800's, 
washing machines and_ butter 
churns were sometimes powered 
by dogs walking on treadmills.¥ 


WTF? é Wacky é Facts! 
ey The Antarctic is a 


continent surrounded entirely by 


oceans. The Arctic is an ocean sur- 
rounded almost entirely by conti- 
nents. ¥ There are parts of Antarc- 
tica that have had no precipitation 
for over 2 million years. ¥ If a tree 
were planted for every Coca-Cola 
sold, the entire Earth would be re- 
forested in 3 years. ¥ More than 
half of all Koalas have chlamydia. ¥ 
Angel Falls in Venezuela is 17 times 
taller than Niagara Falls. ¥ Humans 
have been hunter gatherers for over 
99% of our history. Agriculture is an 
abnormality. ¥ The entire internet 
weighs about as much as a large 


Overheard m Phila 


Fishtown 
person- Yeah, | just wish | could trust someone with my animals, minerals and 
my art. 


8&Pine 
guy- ...you need my sperm? I'll go jerk off in the fucking tub! 


Ray's Birthday Bar 
person- Dude, | don't want to think when I'm trying to have fun. 


Bar at Midtown 2 

guy 1-I'm not drinking this. 

guy 2- Give it to the lady! 

older gal- No way, | drink water! H-O-2! I'm healthy! 


EI Bar 

young gal- | don't know, you're maybe too old for me. 
guy- When did you graduate high school? 

young gal- 2010. When did you? 

guy- | haven't yet, so that means, you're like too old for me. 


Wooden Shoe Books 

older hippy gal- It's great that the kids are actually doing something again! Like 
in the sixties, the kids are finally serious again! 

young gal- What the hell did you actually accomplish in the sixties? 

older hippy gal- Oh, well, um... ... Huh... 


Vay a a a a a 
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aeross 
1. Where frets and strings touch 1. Where people clasp their necklaces 
5. Persistent, obtuse pain 2. Something that happens 
9. What insomniacs wish they did last night 3. The dog breed fairies ride into battle 
14. Makeup delivery pyramid scheme 4. A protuberance 
15. Influence to act 5. Portrays 
16. Dike 6. Loving murmurs ; - 
17. Mountainous country that touches FACIE IS cee wl ee 
Ecuador, Bolivia and Brazil See 


ivil 8. Bonus 
18. Civil wrong 9. Consumed something quickly 
19. Pertaining to birds 


i and completely 

20. Scrivener 10. Enormous sea monster, 10/10 Trample 
22. Wind-powered grinders 11. As cold is the absence of heat, 

23. Inert this is the absence of good 

24. Volcanic expulsion 12. Knell of a bell 

26. Snakes of the sea 13. Eighty has eight of these 

29. Mortally devastating 21. Believe it; it’s not butter 

33. Sections into which a serialized 25. Unbroken, placid, still water 


television narrative is divided  27- Possible to metabolize 
28. Permit 


38. Stick : F 
39. Fanciful cadence a piles a pee D2 
40. Phoenix Down, Hook Shot, Fire Flower 35° proey ooe 7 WAS 
: ; : ' 32. Meadows 
42. Region ; 33. Ancient Middle-Eastern kingdom 
43. Confident poise 34. Mario's exit strategy 
45. The quality of lacking difficulty 35. Misfortunes 
47. Mexican moonshine 36. Nylons 
48. Norse god of war and law 37. Hear is to listen as lookis to___ 
49. What the Christians did before praying 41. Ground padding 
52. Allow 44. Controls 
57. Snakelike, child-stealing vampire 46. Modern day Persia 
60. Mistaken 50. Release me! 


P 51. Bottom of boot 
63. In accompaniment 2 ° : 
64. Eye moistener 53. Common wizard fashion choice 


en 54. A region of western Asia Minor 
65. Army-like insects 55. From Holland 
66. To patrol an area 56. Lispers bane 


67. Attire 57. Animal fat 
68. Cakes of this are a dreadful diet snack 59. Winged 
69. Worthless castaway 59. Not stereo 
. Lyric poems 61. Scarce 
. Russian affirmatives 62. Marbles 


1- What does the J.R.R. stand for in J.R.R. Tolkien's name? 
2- What.does the R.R. stand for in George R.R. Martin's name? 
3- What is the street address of the White House? 

4- What does a phonophobic fear? 

5- How deep is.a single fathom? 


ey 
Ale % 


LAST 
WEEKS 


JAM 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


Good Friends - Good Food : Good Times 


10% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


It's not too late to run. 


